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SENATE BI LL 5894

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Fraser, Mrton, Poulsen, Pridenore, Milliken, Hewtt,
Honeyford, Rockefeller, Cke, Kline, Parlette, Kohl-WIlles and Rasnussen

Read first tinme 02/11/2005. Referred to Commttee on Water, Energy &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to the joint legislative commttee on water supply
during drought; adding a new chapter to Title 90 RCW and decl ari ng an
ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The joint legislative commttee on water
supply during drought is created.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The commttee shall consist of four senators
and four representatives who shall be selected biennially as foll ows:

(1) The president of the senate shall appoint four nenbers fromthe
senate to serve on the conmttee, including the chair of the commttee
responsi ble for water resource issues. Two nenbers from each mgjor
political party nust be appointed.

(2) The speaker of the house of representatives shall appoint four
menbers from the house of representatives to serve on the commttee,
including the chair of the commttee responsible for water resource
i ssues. Two nenbers fromeach major political party nust be appointed.

(3) The conmttee shall elect a chair and a vice-chair. The chair
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shall be a nenber of the house of representatives in even-nunbered
years and a nenber of the senate in odd-nunbered years.
(4) The presiding officer of the appropriate |egislative chanber

shall fill any vacancies occurring on the commttee by appointnent from
the sanme political party as the departing nenber.
(5) Menbers shall serve until their successors are appointed as

provided in this section, or until they are no |onger nenbers of the
| egi sl ature, whichever is sooner.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The joint legislative conmttee on water
supply during drought shall convene fromtine to tinme at the call of
the chair when a drought conditions order under RCW 43.83B.405 is in
effect, or when the chair determnes, in consultation with the
departnent of ecology, that it is likely that such an order will be
issued within the next year.

(2) The conmmttee may request and review information relating to
wat er supply conditions in the state, and econom c, environnental, and
other inpacts relating to decreased water supply being experienced or
anticipated. The governor's executive water energency conmttee, the
departnent of ecol ogy, the water supply advisory committee, and ot her
state agencies with water managenent or related responsibilities shal
cooperate in responding to requests fromthe conmttee.

(3) During drought conditions in which an order issued under RCW
43.83B. 405 is in effect, the departnment of ecology shall provide to the
committee no less than nonthly a report describing drought response
activities of the departnment and other state and federal agencies
participating on the water supply availability commttee. The report
shall include information regarding applications for, and approval s and
denials of energency water wthdrawals and tenporary changes or
transfers of, water rights under RCW 43. 83B. 410.

(4) The commttee fromtinme to tinme shall make recomrendations to
the senate and house of representatives on budgetary and |egislative
actions that will inprove the state's drought response prograns and
pl anni ng.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 90 RCW
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act is necessary f
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety,
state governnent and its existing public institutions,
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---

or the immediate
or support of the
and takes effect
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